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ITEM 01. NEW BRUNSWICK HAMS TO ADOPT VE9 SUFFIX 


As the result of an indicated interest by the majority of Hams in New Brunswick, Industry and Science 
Canada has announced that after December 1, 1993, no new VE1 prefixes will be assigned in New 
Brunswick. Effective on the same date VEQ calls will be assigned. 

Licenced Amateurs in the Province can maintain their existing VE1 call signs if they wish or elect to change 
just the prefix. They can also ask for a completely new sign or a two letter suffix, subject to availability. 
Kevin Ball, Supervisor of Authorization can be contacted in Saint John, N.B. at 506 636-4539 for further 
information. 


ITEM02. BRIAN NAPIER VE6BAD ELECTED CHAIRMAN AND CEO OF CBTA 


Brian Napier is the first Chairman and CEO of the Canadian Business Telecommunications Alliance in 52 
years to come from outside of Toronto. CBTA, a non-profit organization, is a major voice in the Canadian 
telecom industry and represents over 370 Canadian organizations in all sectors of industry, commerce, 
health care, education and government. 


Brian is currently Director, Telecommunications Services Branch, Government of Alberta. He is well known 
in Alberta and the sparkplug behind Alberta amateurs obtaining their last round of call sign licence plates. 


ITEM 03. SPECIAL PREFIXES FOR CANADIAN AMATEURS 


To mark the creation of the Radio Amateurs of/du Canada (RAC), Industry and Science Canada (ISC) has 
authorized all Canadian Amateurs to use special ptefixes up until 2359z, 30 December, 1993. The 
authorized prefixes are as follows: 


VOls may use VO5 
VO2s may use VO6 
VE1s may use CH1 -except- VE1s in New Brunswick may use CH9 
VE2s may use CH2 
VE38s may use CH3 
VE4s may use CH4 
VE5s may use CH5 
VE6s may use CH6 
VE7s may use CH7 
VE8s may use CH8 
VY1s may use VY5 
VY2s may use VY6 


This coincides with a number of contests of interest to Canadian Amateurs including: CQ WW DX (both SSB 
and CW); ARRL Sweepstakes (both SSB and CW); ARRL 10m and 160m contests; and, RAC’s own Canada 
Winter Contest, to be held on 19 December, 1993. 
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ITEM 04. 


RAC CANADA WINTER CONTEST 19 DECEMBER, 1993 


RAC’s annual Canada Winter Contest will be held from 0000z through 2359z on Sunday, 19 December on all 
bands from 160 through 2 metres. 


Any QSO with a station in Canada is worth 10 points. RAC official station (those who bear the VCA or QST 
suffix) are worth 20 points. Stations outside Canada are worth 2 points. 


Multiply your total QSO points by the total number of provinces and territories worked on each mode on 
each band. Each station may be worked twice on each band, once in CW and once on phone. Participants 
are reminded to keep CW out of the phone bands and not to use repeaters. 


Classes of entry: (1) single op, all bands; (2) single op, single band; (3) single op, QRP (>5w out); (4) multi-op. 


Send your entries to: Radio Amateurs of/du Canada, P.O. Box 356, Kingston, Ontario, K7L 4W2. Deadline 
for entries is 31 January, 1994. See November TCA for complete rules. Write to RAC at the above address 
now for an entry form. 


ITEM 05. 


CORRECTION TO ARES OCTOBER TCA COLUMN 
The following was submitted by Robert N. Boyd, VE3SV, Emergency Coordinator Kingston Area ARES. 


During the typesetting operation, a gremlin sneaked into the ARES column in The Canadian Amateur for 
October. In describing the excellent courses provided at the Canadian Emergency Preparedness College in 
Arnprior, I said “There is no charge whatsoever - Emergency Preparedness Canada pays your 
transportation, meals and housing at the College - everything in fact, except your bar bill in the lounge”. 
Unfortunately, the word except appeared as even, thus creating a very wrong impression indeed. 


Those who attend a course at Arnprior should be prepared to pay for their own 807s! 73. 


ITEM 06. 


CANADIAN GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES AMATEUR RADIO ARTICLE 


The September/October issue of Canadian Geographic contains an article by Janice Hamilton VE2JHJ 
entitled, “Loud and Clear”. In the story, Janice concludes that amateur radio is alive and well. She notes 
that the licensing exam has been made easier in recent years and that morse code is no longer required for 
the basic license. As a result, the hobby, which seemed in danger of dying out as older hams passed away is 
experiencing a revival, growing at a rate of more than ten percent per year. She says that there more than a 
million operators around the world. 


ITEM 07. 


ANTENNA GEAR NO MATCH DECEMBER HURRICANE IN FIJI ISLANDS 


When hurricane force winds with gusts up to 145 kilometres an hour struck Viti Levu Island, in the Fiji 
chain last December 10, 1992, amateur radio antennas were quickly downed along with the trees, power 
and telephone lines. On Mololo Lai Lai a 50 foot quad that had been lowered and tilted over as a precaution 
was smashed like so much matchwood. Even VHF antennas were destroyed. Homes were flooded, bridges 
were out and there were no services. 


Roy Parrett VE7TG/3D2AR reporting in the Victoria B.C., Short Ware Club bulletin credits west coast 
Canadian and American on-the-air ham friends for their donations and help in arranging for new gear and 
getting it off to the islands stations. Roy credits a 65 foot random length wire antenna that was strung to the 
stump of a vango tree for getting the message out after the storm to anxious friends back in Victoria. 


ITEM 08. 


AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS IMPORTANT IN EMERGENCY PLANNING 


Jim Anderson, VE6JWA was one of nine amateur radio operators who attended the Emergency 
Telecommunications Management course in Arnprior, Ontario in June. The purpose of the one week course 


was to learn about the setting up and operating of a telecommunications system in the event of a major 
disaster. 


ITEM 09. 


ITEM 10. 


ITEM 11. 


ITEM 12. 


Jim’s report appears in the Northern Alberta Radio Club October bulletin. Jim tells how speaker after 
speaker described how to protect and operate a radio or telephone system in an aes which they then 
predicted would probably fail or be seriously hampered. 


The need to integrate Amateur Radio operators into the planning process was repeated so many times 
during the course that Jim says the hams were beginning to feel a bit self-conscious. He also reported that a 
good deal was learned about emergency planning and that municipal planners who were also on the course 
went home with an appreciation of the value of amateur radio operators in a disaster situation. 


SASKATCHEWAN AMATEUR POPULATION GROWING STEADILY 


The August Saskatchewan Amateur Radio League bulletin reports a steady growth in amateur radio 
operators throughout the province. The population of the province as of June 1992 was 1,016,944. As of 
June this year there are 1,182 licenced hams in the province, up from 1,017 in 1992. There are 53 repeaters 
and 18 clubs. Saskatoon has the largest ham population with 299 which is up from 256 a year earlier and 
tiny Estevan has 15 hams up from 7 a year ago. Thanks to VE5JML Joan, Regina Saskatchewan Section 
Manager for RAC for these stats. 


DO YOU BRING YOUR HANDHELD TO WORK? 


On June 21, 1993 when a fire broke out at the Union Hospital in Moose Jaw, VE5ROB Rob, an employee of 
the hospital, crawled on his stomach to better locate the source of the fire and then using his handheld used 
the VE5VHF autopatch to call the fire department and report the exact location of the fire and information 
on which doors the fire department could use for access. 


VE5JML Joan, reports in the Saskatchewan Amateur Radio League bulletin commends Rob, for remaining 
calm under great pressure and showing presence of mind using amateur radio to alleviate what could have 
escalated quickly into a major emergency. Rob’s prompt action and specific directions eliminated the need of 
evacuation when the fire was brought under quick control by the fire department. 


A POSSIBLE WORLD RECORD FOR CALGARY HAMS 


On August 22, 1993 Peter Larsen, Larry Chapple, Scott Thompson, Charles Hetherington and Allan Faint, 
all members of the Calgary Amateur Radio Association from a remote island near the North Pole made 
radio contact with a French research station near the South Pole in the Antarctic. The historic call spanned 
a distance of about 17,600 kilometres. 


Information on weather and signal reports were exchanged. A video of the event has been provided to The 
Guinness Book of World Records. 


The Calgary Amateur Radio Association in their October bulletin carried reprints of articles reporting this 
event from the Guelph Ontario Mercury and the Cambridge Ontario Reporter. 


LEST WE FORGET 


In the fall of 1944 Canadian troops fought a long and exhausting battle in the Belgian coast area. On 
November 1, 1944 the town of Knokke was finally liberated at a great cost of Canadian lives. Each year the 
fallen Canadians are remembered with ceremonies, festivities and a Canadian Liberation March during 
Canadian Week. 

This year, for the eleventh time, Special Event Station ON4CLM was on the air from October 29 until 
November 7. If you made contact you can send $5 U.S. for a special commemorative award. The money is 
used to help maintain memorials and to keep ON4CLM on the air. Thanks to the Calgary ARA who made 
record of this important event in their bulletin. 


ITEM 13. 


LEADING EDGE INTERFERENCE DEPARTMENT 


ITEM 14. 


ITEM 15. 


ITEM 16. 


Cellular telephones have been taking a beating in the British press being blamed for eve from bad 
calls to curtain calls. 


Tennis officials at Wimbledon, shut off the electronic court sensors that normally detect nut of boven shots 
due to RFI. 

In London, the opening of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s new musical, Sunset Boulevard, was delayed for 13 days 
until technicians could find why the hydraulic pumps on the scenery were turning on by themselves. The 
blame was, once again cellular telephones. 


Thanks to the Windsor Border City Radio Club which they credit to W5YI Report for this piece. 


MONDAY POPULAR NET NIGHT IN WINDSOR ONT. 


The Border City Radio Club reports in their October monthly bulletin that their Monday night VHF net on 
average gets about 40 check-ins. They reported that 179 individuals had checked in over the last 32 nets. 


ENERGY EFFICIENT PEDAL POWER MOBILE HF ‘ 


The Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club bulletin carries an item about an unusual mobile rig. Mike Kelly 
VESFFK, recently demonstrated an HF mobile 40 metre rig which he had mounted on his bicycle. It is 
powered by a portable nicad shoulder pack battery. He has mounted a finger activated CW key on the 
handle bar. 


HEART ATTACK VICTIM FAINTLY CALLS FOR HELP ON DRIVE NET 


The breaker on Winnipeg’s drive to work net was faint, but he got the message out that he was having a 
heart attack and needed an ambulance. Allan VE4LOM used the patch on another frequency to call for an 
ambulance while Larry VE4CPU continued to monitor. 


Nobody was sure where the victim was until Judy VE4JBN was able to encourage him to describe his 
location and turn on his flashers. After a few days in the ICU and a stay in the hospital the patient was 
improving and his wife credits the prompt action for saving him from a worse fate. 

Dick Maquire VE4HK in reporting on the real life emergency in the Winnipeg Amateur Radio Club bulletin 
says that as soon as the emergency developed, every non- essential person monitoring the frequency kept 
quiet, which is what enabled Judy to talk with the victim and direct the ambulance to him. 


ITEM 17. 


SPECTACULAR GROWTH IN CANADA’S AMATEUR POPULATION 


As of 1 October, 1993, three years after introducing the restructured amateur service the number of licenses 
in Canada reached 41,014. Since April 1990, 15,787 new licenses have been issued. Nearly 72% of all 
amateur operators have obtained the highest fevel of qualification. 


In 1987 more than 60% of all Canadian amateur operators were over 50 years of age. That has dropped to 
54%. About 10% of Canadian amateurs are now under age 30. 


